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Summary: 

David Kherdian is a poet and author born and raised in Racine,

Wisconsin.  The David Kherdian Papers includes many of his poems, newspaper articles about him and his novels, and introduce the reader to the world of small press publishers.
Biographical/Historical Note 

David Kherdian is a poet and author born and raised in Racine, Wisconsin.  His writings reveal the rich Armenian culture established in Racine at the beginning of the twentieth century with the arrival of his family and other immigrants as they escaped persecution in Turkey.  Kherdian became editor of the publication, ARARAT, in 1971.  The journal was established for Armenian writers and Kheridan was a frequent contributor. 
The David Kherdian Papers includes many of his poems, newspaper articles about him and his novels, and introduce the reader to the world of small press publishers. Small press publishing is unique and was especially popular in the 1970s.  It allowed artists the means to express themselves and reach the public in a creative way. Kherdian operated the Giligia Press and the work is featured in this collection. The David Kherdian Papers are an opportunity to explore the1970s world of poets and artists, Racine, WI and the Armenian community that resides there, and experience art through small press.
Contents Description 
The collection includes several issues of ARARAT, the journal for Armenian writers.  There are several Armenian language newspapers and Armenian language poetry books and journals.  A large selection of journals in the collection contains Kherdian’s poetry.  They are listed as Poems in Small Press Publications.  Journals and Magazines includes many book reviews and miscellaneous articles.  Small press can be examined under Little Press and includes examples from Giligia Press, Perishable Press and several others.  The collection also includes a variety of Newspapers and Newspaper Articles as well as Manuscripts.  
Administrative Information 

Acquisition Information 


Donated in 2001.


Access Restrictions

There are no access restrictions on the materials, and the collection is open to all members of the public in accordance with state law.
Use Restrictions 

The researcher assumes full responsibility for conforming with the laws of libel, privacy, and copyright which may be involved in the use of this collection (Wisconsin Statutes 19.21-19.39).


Preferred Citation 
Archives and Area Research Center. Manuscript Collection MC 010, David Kherdian Papers.  UW-Parkside Archives, University of Wisconsin--Parkside.

Processing Note 


Carolyn Wheeler processed the collection at the Archives in 2007


Arrangement 

The files are organized alphabetically by personal name, name of office, or by subject, then chronologically.  Files can contain a variety of materials, including correspondence, staff memos, and reports.

Throughout the files, there are cross references between names of individuals, organizations, and topics.  For example:

ARARAT 1966-1968, SEE ALSO: Journals and Magazines
The "SEE ALSO" reference refers to related folders elsewhere in the collection.  The "SEE" reference provides the proper folder heading to examine. 


Related Collections 
See Special Collections of the UW Parkside Archives which includes artists’ books and small press publications of Walter Hamady and Perishable Press.  Special Collections also contains the published works of David Kherdian.
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